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Owners of deaf dogs Sp eak OWN anguage

Hand signals aid

communication

By Rebecca bones
Moz Saff Weiter

Russ Anthony and his wife,
Kymberly Ceres, got their deafl
dog, Mia, the way most people get
deaf dogs: They epotted the ador-
able little white puppy at a pet
slore,

A cross between an Australian
shepherd and an Australian cattle
dog, the 9-month-old Mia is just as
cute as she can be. But no one told
Anthony and Ceres that excessive
whiteness in some breeds — par-
ticularly Australian shepherds and
dalmatians — is closely linked to
deafmess, or that reputable breed-
ers would never breed dogs Tikely
to produce such a puppy. And if
such a puppy were born, it almost
certainly would be euthanized im-
mediately.

But owners of puppy mills rare-
Iy do what reputable breeders
wintld do. And so this little white
puppy found its way 1o a pet store,
where it was sold to the unsus-
pecting couple, who quickly grew
attached to the dog.

Bt they seon discovered that
something was wrong, and they
were faced with an agonizing
choice: return her to the store,
knowing she would be euthanized,
or attempt to raise a dog that could
never hear a command, never hear
her owners call for her, never hear
the sound of an approaching car.

Rather than put her down, the

Westminster couple found an al-
ternative way to communicate
with Mia, They speak to her using
siEn language,
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That's also how Christine An-
drews, of Thornton, communi-
cates with Briar her deaf Austra-
lian cattle dog,

Owners ‘can't be lazy’

DOGS from 2D

ward toward the dog); “No™ (a
wagging finger, shaking head and
a scowl on DuBosze's face);
“Stay" (an open palm facing the
dog; “Cookie” (using the fingers
and thumb to form a letter C);
“Leave it” {swmpmg the left
hand over the r ht forearm); and
“Good dog!™ (rubbing a hand
over the heart while smiling).

Megan and Callie, already
trained through the top levels of
obedience, already knew many of
those signs, DuBose has just ex-
panded her repertoire for Spirit’s
benefit.

“I want people to know how
wonderful these dogs are,” Du-
Bose says. “Deaf dogs get a bad
rap sometimes. They're not
dumb. They just can't hear.”

Russ Anthony says there are
benefits to owning a deaf dog:
“We can walk her through the
neighborhood, where there are
lots of other dogs, and she
doesn’t hear any of them, so she
deesn’t bark at them.”

Andrews notes that it’s also
convenient to open a bag of
something in the kitchen without

the dog hearing her and immedi-
ately wanting some of whatever
she has.

“(Of course, this means you
can't be lazy. You can't rely on
vour voice to discipline your
dog,” she says. “For instance, if
vou get in the hathtub and vou
leave your secks on the floor, and
she runs in and takes them, you
can't just vell at her to drop
them You have to go and get
her."”

She says with a laugh that her
other dog, Tucker, also an
Australian cattle dog, seems to
have “selective™ hearing. He
hears only what he wants to,

Andrews says training a deaf
dog requires its owner to think
like a dog. “When [ was trying to
train Briar to heel, she'd just sit
and look at me. | had to stop and
think, “Why is she not
understanding what ['m azking
her?' And [ realized the signal |
was piving her looked too much
like “Stav.” | changed the hand
signal, and she got it in one
night.”

Far information on fraising deal dogy, call
[Mane DeBose, (720} 381-0567.

Resources for laaming about
dead dogs:

W Living With & Dear Dog by
Susan Cope Becker [$15.95)

m Web ring e-rmail list: deal-
oS EheEroups. oom

m Deaf Dog Educatsan Action
Fund; hipsfererw. dealidogs.org

W Whitenass @ Ausiralian
shephends:
hittpzifeins. asca ong Education id
vanced whitedaal.htm

It's how Bhonda Champion, a
sign language interpreter, speaks
to Pebbles, her dalmatian.

It's how Diane DuBose, a Latle-
ton dog trainer, speaks to Spirit,
her deaf Australian shepherd. And
DruBose is training other owners
of deaf dogs how to zign to ther
dogs. She uses a combination of
Amencan Sign Language and the
same hand signals good trainers
have always used with their dogs.

*In the first week | had him,
Spint learned four signals,” says
DuBose, who recently organized
the first deaf dog picnic ever held
in the Denver area. Eleven deaf
dogs attended — including Mia,
Briar and Pebbles — and DuBose
hopes the group can continwe to
meet regularly to train together.

In the cight months he's lived
with DuBose and her other two
Australian shepherds, Megan and
Callie, Spirit has learned nearly 30
signals. Among them: “Sit” (an
open hand, waist-high, swept up-
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